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The SECOND. > EpiTion Wo N | 
Matth. 15. 1 3. 14.58 ry Plant, wwhich\ 
ther have not: planted, Mal be roxted up. Let them alone : 
They. be blind Leaders of ihe Blind. Ando both Gall Vall oy. 
the Ditch, | 
Hoſ. 4.7 Ezbraim i 75 FRO to tbe: Let him a N 
Luke 22. 25, 20.---The Kings of the Gentiles exerciſe Lord 
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over them --- But je ſhall 5 be fo. See Matth. 20, 26, 20. 
1 Pet. 5. 3. Neither as being Lords oven * Heritage, bur 


- | 3 John 9. ---- But Diotrephus, 0 ben to . ral. 


"being Enſamples to the Flack. 


nence among them, receiveth us not. 


| 2 John 9, 10, 11. 77 boſorver tranſereſſeth, 1 abide _ 55 


Vockrine of Cbriſi, hath not Gad: I, there come any 
land bring not this Doctrine, receive him not into 
neither 


. — 3 n 
"Bug . 
& $6.0 * * 


GLASGOW: 


7 the N and L "LL . 


va James Fraſer of 1 


Heaven) Fas 5p 


9s" id him God Speed. For he that all. 2 
" Got G is Partaler of ms evil Deeds. 8 en hh 
k — 


* 
2 * 2 * 
— s 


er ai; and fold by C EPA. 
4 * Book-ſcller i in inulithgow, 174% 


— 


—— — — TE rn "I OED. 


2 EDA. 
— —— 


- * > 

* Y IS * 0 — 

4. 1 EY Bk 2 * — 
. 


— 
- „ 2 -- 2 * 
— — Ge _ — i ee 
. 2 
* - 7 
K * * * 


as 


— 


4 or OO —— — - 
— - * + 
8 5 * 


n — 
n RS. * 


— : JT ty - er p. 4 
— — ũ - {OOO OY OO 


” . r — 
6 


—— 


— f 


Advertiſement. 


T George Paton's Shop in Linlithgow is to be ſold, A 
A Collection of ſeveral remarkable and. valuable 5 
non, Speeches and Exhortations, at renewing and 
| ſubſcribing the National Covenant of Scotland, and at the en- 


tering into and ſubſcribing the Solemn League and Covenant * 


of the three Kingdoms of Scotland, England and Areland; 
wherein the Nature, Neceflity and Excellency of the Duty 
of Covenanting, with the Evil and Danger of Apoſtacy, 


are clearly and convincingly held forth from the Word of 


God. By leveral.reverend, learned. and pious Divines of hat 
. Te e 228 
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Ls elf. if due Enconragemen be given, 


be . RE is going to the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be 
| Publiſhed, Tis ſold by George Paton at his Shop in 
Link ge, a Treatiſe, intituled, The Lawfulne/s and Duty 
of $ eparation and Seceſſion from corrupt Miniſters and Churches; 
- wherein all the ordinary Objections and Arguments com- 
>. monly advanced by the Prelates and Curats, and Meſſieurs 
"Williamſon, Currie, Lawſon, and their Adherents, for hear- 
ing and joining with them, are fully and clearly anſwered and 
"refuted. By the reverend and learned Mr. James Fraſer of 


Bras, Miniſtet of the Goſpel at Culroje :- Written by his 


* own n Hand. Never before printed. fo 


7 F you as, why this Sermon is now publiſhed, 
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pect to find Peace, Ila. 59. 8. 


ſet on Ziof s Watch-tower, Ezek. 33. 8. Jer. 23. 


n the Plagues of Idclatry, Jer. 15. 6. Rev. 18. 4. 


need therefore, by this, © 
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Publiſher to the RE ADPER. 
Candid Reader, 1 


it being long ſince preached © I anſwer, The 
two great Ends I had in view, were, I, The 
Edification of GOD's People who endeavour to 
keep his Ways. 2dly, The Convid ion of ſuch, as MW 
walk in forbidden Paths, in which they cannot ex- | 


Tho” there be many new Sermons publiſhed, yet ⁵⁶ 


ſcarce any of them evidence ſo much Zeal by a free | | 


and faithful Pleading for Truth and Reformation, =_ 
as this; the Aut hor being an eminent Watchman 


22. did zealonſly oppoſe the Errors and Defections : { | 
of his Day, which, alas prevail at this Day, 
with little, or no Oppoſitioonn. >< 1 0 NY 


Dis Sermon was a Word fitly ſpoken, with Ap- 17 


plication to the Idol at that Time Prelacy] which 
at this Time hath the Aſcendant. It not only © 
proves Prelacy an Idol of the Underſtanding ; but 
faithfully warns all the LOR D's People to haſten || 
their Eſcape from that ſinful Courſe, left they ſhare ' 


As the holy Scriptures, and this Sermon do con- 
demn Prelacy ; jo theſe Land were ſolemnly ſworn 
fo extirpet Prelacy, and all Superſtition, & c. we 
r the like Sermon, to be put 


ö 


Church of England. And alſo as a ſeaſonable 
and neceflary Warning to the Profeſſors of 
the Reformation in Scotland againſt the Evil 
and Danger of Prelacy, whereunto the preſent 
Latitudinarian Scheme of Principles introduc'd 

„ by the ſaid M [ 
| and-likewifeas a ſtanding Declaration and pu- 


nanced Mr. George Whitefield, who openly =» 


The Publiſher to #he Realer. 


4 


in mind of our Engagements to, and horrid Breach 
| of Covenant with GOD, which we have ſo /lighted 
| oe God, in holy Fuſtice, has made our din our 
| uni ſpment. we %% aps Os . 

„ This Sermon by neceſſary Conſequence, condemns | 
the hateful Neutrality, and conniving at Prelacy 


in the Minifters of Scotland at this Day. *Tis 


' Jamentable that they ſhould jo tamely foop to all the 
Demands. of the Propagators of Prelacy. But 
that 1 may uo longer detain you from what this 


% 


bene, os s \þ 
| bold Ambaſſador of Chrift hath, according to his 
|| Conmuſon declared, I bid you Adieu. 8 
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THE foregoing Preface was perfix'd to a 
former Edition of this Sermon, printed 
| 17413. And the Deſign of Reprinting the ſame 
at this Time is for the Conviction and Reclaim- 
ing of choſe. in this Church, who, contrary to 


our avow'd Principles which we are ſolemnly 


ſworn; to, have followed after, and counte- 


tefſes himſelf to be of the Communion. of the 


N piteneld, ſeem preparatory ; 


of 
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x; Say e unte your Brethren Ammi, and to Jour 
2. Plead with your Mother, © 


Siſters Ruhamah. 
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plead; for ſbe is not my Wife, neither amt ber 


Husband, let her therefore put away her Where?” 


 doms out of her Sight, and her Adwheries f. 


Former _ Crafts 1 n 


1. is a an erte Thing, 


as this People was; this People had e 
. the Worthip 


2 


of GOD; had turned & : 


15 
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that he LORD 
thould by his Spirit ſtrive fo long, and 
yet not give up with a People, ſo wicked: 


all che © LORD's honeſt Servants, and ſer de. 


37 
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. 6 Peelacy an n,, 
| bauch'd wicked Men of their own Stamp in 


| their Rooms, perſecuted every truly Godly 
| Man, and given themſelves up to all manner 
of Sins, both againſt the firſt and ſecond Ta- 
dle, and had rejected the Law of GOD, and 
| continued obſtinare againſt all the Means, by | 
| which the LORD uſed to reclaim them: And 

now when it might been expected, that the 
LORD ſhould have given up with them, and 


| utterly deſtroyed them; he not only ipar'd | 
them, or fiirred up, all his Wrath, but conti- | 
| nued to ſend Prophet after Prophet, and Meſ= | 
ſengers in Abundance, to teſtity againſt them; 


and in this, et not himſelf without a Witneſs, 
2 Chron. 36. 14, 15, 16. So that there were few 
Places of the Land, that were left in the dark. 
We ſee this wonder continued feven with our- 
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ſelves; few Places in the Land, but GOD | 4 
| hath ſome way or other, giyen ſo much Light, / 
as ſhall leave Folk without Excuſe, in tbe « 
Day of their Compt and Reckoning with | 
600; and this Country of Murray more than 
| others; ſo that it ſhall be more tollerable in | | 
the Day of Judgment, for the Places, where « 
| there is not an honeſt Miniſter to be found, 1 
than for this Country; and tho* now, ina ſort, | 
it is exalted to Heaven, yet /hall it be hroug bt 
| down to Hell, if the Goſpel have not other 1 
Fruits among you, than yet it has had. © |. 
Here in the Words read, there are three 
Thing, Firſt, 77 have GOD's Controverſy with | -- 
this People, and that is, their corrupting of the | 
MHorſbip of God, or their Idolatry. Secondly, 722 | 


bade a Daty enjoined to the faithful honeft Profeſ- 
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and Prelates Idolaters. 
and had received Mercy (for ſo much do theſe 


Words, Ammi, Ruhamab, in the original ſigni- 


| fy) and that is, That they ſhould plead with their 
Mother, chat is, the apeſtate Body of the Church, 


' both Rulers and People. Thirdly, There is ſome- 


thing of Mercy, and Fudgment coming in by Turns ; 


Mercy, in that GOD ſhould yet have them plead . 


ed with, and that they were yet in Capacity, to do 


|: that which might make up their Beeaches 3 Put 
| away your Adulteries: And theft is Faudement 
in this, That he diſowned them as his. People, 
that he would ſtay them with Thirſt, and that he 
would not have Mercy on their Children, and reck= 
ened them, as Children of Whoredom, Hof. 2. 


from the 1. ver. to the 14. 


From the firſt I obſerve' this Note, That the 
Profeſſors of the viſible Church, are much inclined 
to the in of Idolatry, or corrupting of the 1 8 
, GOD. Lock to the Church before, and af- 
ter the Flood, ho ſoon did Idolatry creep in, 
and to how great a height did it come, and 
how Univerſal did it become, and how long 
did it coutinue! how did the Lord's own'Peo> | 

ple in Egypt follow the idolatrous Courſes of 


ns | | . | < 7 | 
s at that Time, that were indeed GOD's People, 


PE. # — 
r 


the Egyptians, Ezek. 23. 3. and 20. 1: There the on 


HBreaſts were preſt : Look alongs unto the Cap- 


tivity, how readily did they corrupt the Wor- 


ſhip of God; ſo that in Elijab's Time, he thought 


there was none that bowed not the Knee to 


Baal; and thus they continued, ſay the Lord 
what he pleaſed, till they were deſtroyed. 


Look after CHRIS T's Time, and the Apoſtles i 


Tune, tho? ſomething of it was in their own 


3 ._ Probecy an SY 
Time of heis Mears, Wathings, and volunta- 
ry Worſhipping of Angels, Cot. 3 23. See how 


Religion was defiled with Mens Inventions 
by degrees, till the Subſtance was loſt at laſt, 


and che greet Antichriſt got up. Let ds but 
look among ourſelves, what a great ſtis ſince 


the Reformation, about altering the Govern- 
met of Chrift's Church, and introducing of 
Ceremonies; and I will give you theſe five 


Reaſons why People. are ſo apt to corrupt the 


4 Wau of -GOD: 


Mer defire to be Nei ghbour like, .and the 
- hole World is given up to this fin, by any 
"other fin j in the World: Hence ſays the Jews, 
Eve us 4 King after the manner of the Nations, 
Ezek. 20. 32. We will be as the Heathen, as 


the Families of the Countries to ſerve Wood, 
and Stone: This it was, that ſo much inclined 
che Fews before the Captivity, to this fin of 
Idolatry, the -whole Land about them, did 
thus worſhip. Men naturally deſire not 'to be 


ſingular: Why is Prelacy brought into the 


. Church, and Officers, not of GOD's appoint- 


ment thruſt into GOD's Houſe? *Tis ſo in 
the Nations; ſo in Pole, Spain, Italy, and 


By moſt of France and Sweden. Why do fo ma- 


N with this amongſt us, and go to 
irk and ſo bow down before the Gol- 


= Image, the King hath made? The Reaſon 
is, they tee the Multitude, and Generality do 


ſo, and they will do as their Neighbours, and 


A os follow a few © Accou Perſons,” but this in 


the N if 1 ccout will not do your 


Turn 


. 4 
* , " > 


— — 


a 3 1 


8 5 


.O 10 


| and Prelates Idolaters. '9 
Turn to ſay, O Lord, all my Neighbours round 
about, and all the great Folk went to the Church, 
and therefore Thehoved to £0. 

2. Theſecond Ground is from wicked car- 
nal Policy. Men ſee it their Intereſt, and 
conducing to their worldly Standing, to fol- 
low ſuch a way, and therefore they will . 
take it up. 1 King 12. 35. Ye may lee this 


| plainly in Feroboam, who rebelled againſt | 1 
the Houſe of Rehoboam, he ſer up Worthip || 


that was not according to. GOD's Will, 
changed the Officers of GOD's Houſe, and 


the 3 of Worſhip, and made a Feaſt ac 


cording to his own Heart, which became a 
Snare to the Houſe of Iſraet for ever, and a 
ſtanding Quarrel between GOD and them 
for many hundred Years. Now -what made 
him do this think ye, was it any Zeal? no, 
bur if (faith he) 7he People go to Jeruſalem 70 


, @evorſpip, then will their Hearts return to their own 


King, and Twill be pat from the Kingdom, And 
therefore it is too much for you to go up to 
Feruſalem, here be thy Gods, quoth he. And 
thus by corrupting the Worſhip of GOD, he 
thought to ſecure the Kingdom to himſelf: 

How comes that our Kings are ſo great Stick- 
lers for Prelacy, for this Government of Man's 
Invention? Why, the Cauſe is plain, it is 
the King that hath the Nomination of them, 
gives them their Charters and Rents, and 
when he has any Thing ado in Parliament 
againſt the Countrey, he is ſure of fourteen 
Votes from his Crearuſſes who will ſacrifice 


Ho- 


) 


10 Prelacy an Idol, 3 


Curats are countenanced by the Nobles, it's 
firſt the King's Will, and they will get leave 
to drink, curſe, ſwear, and Whore, and ne- 
ver be reproved: They were reproved and 
made odtous to be ſtrict Presbyterians, and 


naughty graceleſs Men, hear them, and ſo 
|| countenance them? but this, it's the way to 
get to Court, and to ſecure their Intereſts. 

Za, Men are ſo much given to corrupt the 
Worſhip of GOD, by adding their own In- 


Conveniency, that is in theſe ways, above 
What they can ſee in the Ways of GOD: 
| GOD had tyed the People to worſhip at the 
Door of the Tabernacle at Feruſalem ; quorh 


titudes 6t People, ro go ſo far three times 
every Year, and beſides very hazardous; 


Feruſalem, and kill our Wives and Bairns, 
and rob our Houſes, and poſſeſs themſelves 
of them, and therefore will we worthip 
GOD nearer hand, with a great dale more 
I . Cor*eniency, and leſs Hazard: Hence, the 
I Will-worſhip, and carnal Inventions of the 
tf Primative Times, had a ſhew of Wiſdom, and 
of Humility, / 23. and proud Men will 
not partake of theSicrament of oor 


| * Honour, and Conſcience, and all to him: The 


E liable to the Cenſures of the Church; and 
| why do ſo many moderate Men, who in their 
I} Conſciences, know the Curates to be but 


ventions, in reſpect of ſome Appearance of 


Feroboam, This is inconvenient, for ſuch Mul- 


for our ill Neighbours, that are round about 
us may come to our Houſes, when we are at 


a TI a —— 7 
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a and Prelates Idolaters. 11 
Supper in that Poſture. CHRIST did, 922. ſit- 


ting or lying, but will kneel Why to? It | 


is not reverent to fit, while we are receiving 
ſo great a Bleſſing; this looks, and favours 


more of Humility: and hence I have heard 


ſome Reaſon for Pre/acy againſt the Presby - 
terian Government, thus, What fooliſh unjuct=. 
able a Thing is it, that a young raſb Man's Vote . 
ſhould fegnify as much in a Synod. or Presbytery, 
as the Vote of the graveſt, godlieſt and the mot 
' judicious Perſon in the Church © Indeed I con- 
teſs, ſuch Miniſters as now are in the Church, 
it were a Pity, their Vote ſhould ſigniſy any 
Thing at all in the Church; and they have 
need of ſome grave Rulers; but did Men 


choiſe Perſons qualified according to GON's | | 


Word, they might be able to give a Vote. 

4thly, Aden are apt to corrupt God's Worſhip, 
by their "Inventions, from the Pride of their 
Hearts, and the Love that they have to theſe In 
vention + It's no more natural to the Drun- 
kard, to luſt after his Cups, nor the unclean 
Perſon, to luſt aſter his Whore, nor to the 
Worldling after his Profit and Advantage, 
than 'tis for a carnal Heart, to have ſome 
Brat of its own, foiſted into the Worſhip of 
GOD ; and hence they are ſaid to be mad af ler 
their Idols, and inflamed with them, Dan. 3. 


Nebuchadnezzar will have the graven Image 


to be worſhipped, under the Pain of burning 
quick: Why ? It was the Image that the King 
ſet up: And hence we are deav'd wirh the 

| - #6. 


| Proiicy's an 22 | 

[if N Tdiſo of his Majeſty 8 Government: Every 
Aan loves to ſerve GOD after his own Way. © 
ſn 5thly. The Simplicity of the Goſpel doth not 
ſuit, nor bulk with a carnal groſs Conception, 
2 Cor. 11. 3. Why did the World chooſe to wore 
ſip GOD by Images firſt * Here was it, They 
could not in hte Underſtandings apprehend 
an Infinit, and invitible Godhead ; their 
Minds wavered, and were ſwallowed up and 
Joſt here; and therefore to fix their Under- 
ſtandings, and to have ſomething that would 
bulk to the carnal Eye, that's much taken up 
with a ſenſible Religion; ; they would make 
an Image of this GOD, that by worthip- 
ping of it, they might hereby worſhip the 
true GOD: And hence alſo a World of Cere- 
I] monies are crept in the Worſhip of GOD: 
Some thing of Decency and Beauty; tis a 
glorious Thing to hear the Sound of Organs, 


to fee the Reverend Prelates in their long 


white Sleeves; and hence we hear tell of lo 
many Heathens proſelyted to the Popijo Re- 
legion: Why, the poor Creatures were much 


taken up in their carnal Fancies, with theſe 


outward Shows, and Trinkets. *T'is not 
bulkſome in the Eye of carnal Reaſon, to 
ſee the Ambaſladors of CHRIST with equal 
Power, having a ſmall Livelyhood, of ſeven 
or eight hundred Merks a Vear: This Sim- 
plicity of the Goſpel is deſpiſed; and there- 
fore a Lordly Pompuous Government, with - 
outward Glory, of for "yy or fifty Wege 

Mer. 8 


2 
1 


* 


A 


— 7 — 


—T . ,,, Gee. ER... 


f 


3 \F bu e pans ' 24 ˙— S Wwe. 


and Prelates Idolaters. 13 
Merks a Year, and taking Place of all the 


Subjects of the Kingdom: O that's brave! 


Je. Is it fo, That Idolatry, or corrupting of 
the Morſbip of GOD, is a Sin to which Man's 
Nature is very prone and inclined © Then it gives 
us Ground to fear that there is more Idolatry, 
and of this Sin among us, than we are well 
aware of, and that this Prelacy draws deeper 
now at this Time, than we dream. 

Remember, there is no Sin hath prevailed 
in all Ages ſo much, and among ſo many 


Multitudes, as this Sin; 3 would: be a rare = 
Thing, if it were not ſo now among us at 


this Time: Let all che LOR D's People take 
heed to this, Beloved, I do confels, this 
(I think) more concerns you, than many of 


you think: There are many, who will con- 
teſs, There hath been great Apoſtacy in the Land, 


and There is mich Wickedneſs broke ont, and the 2 


People of GOD themſelves, to have ft much of * | 
their firſt Love ; but the Sin of Idolatry to be a= | 


mong(} them / they think, It is not come to that 


et. The Prelate 7s indeed an Opicer of Man's 


Invention; and the Curats are little worth as 
to their Perſons - And ſome will go the Length 
to ſay, They ought to be diſcountenanced ; but 
they cannot ſuffer, nor believe, That the 


Charge ſhould be ſummed up fo far, as to make 


all, that any way complies with them, and re- 
ceives the Ordmances at their Hands, to be guil- 
ty of Idolatry : The Ordinances are yet pure; 
and ye think i it, a far other . with you, than 

it 


14 Prelacy an Idol, 

it was with the People of rhe Jews, es the 
worſhipped . 

- Beloved, I confeſs, tho' theſe many Years 
| T have had ſo much Conviction, and Light, 
gas to refrain from hearing of the Curats, yet 
till of late did I never think, that this Sin did 
grau ſo deep, as now the Lord hath convin- 


ced me it doth; I muſt ingenuouſly, acknow- | 


ledge and declare, that within theſe few 
Months, ſuch a. prevailing Light from the 
Scripture hath ſhined upon me, as to that Mat- 


ter that I do indeed believe the Lord to be as 


much offended, at our contenancing the Curats 
by hearing of them, as at the worſhipping of 


the. Calyes ar Dan and Bethel. I love not to 


debate much, I would have you to take theſe 


ſeven Conſiderations to Heart. Firſt, let us 


but coripare our Caſe with the Caſe of the vi- 
| fible Church of the Fews at this Time, when 


this Prophet ſpoke to them. It's well known, 


| that this Whoredom, this Idolatry, he ſpeaks 
ot, was the Change that Ferobopm made in 
1 GOD's Worſhip; where ye have a fourfold 


Corruption. Firff, In that he did worſhip 
the Inviſible GOD by Images, two Calves, 


| which he cauſed ſet up. Secondly, That he 


dd put out the Leviteg, who only were allow- 
ed by GOD, to ſerve in the Prieſt's Office, 


and did ſer up the baſeſt of the People to mini- 
ſter 1 in their ſtead, as our Rulers are now do- 
ing. Thirdly, That he did change the Place 
i of W Worſhip, from Feruſalem, where GOD 
8 it, to N and Bethel, and Tigh 
| k higl 


— 
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high Places and Groves. Fourthly, That he 
appointed a Feaſt ot his own Invention like 
unto the Feait of the Lord, ail which ye 
have in the latter Part of 12. Chap. 1 Kings. 
Let us look to our ſelves, and ſee whether We 
have not likewiſe corrupted the Service of 
GOD, have we not ſet up an Officer in GOD's 

| Houle, to continue there, which CHRIST 

never ſettled nor appointed; and doth not all 


| Ordinances flow, principally from his Autho- 


rity ; have we nor like Feroboam thruſt out 
the faithful Servants of CHRIST out of 
Doors, and taken the Keys from them, and 
given them to a Sort of People, that CHRIST 
diſcharged to ſpeak of his Covenant, or open 
their Mouths, as baſe every Whit as theſe, 
Ferovoam made Prieſts unto the Lord, Men of 
no Conſcience, nor Honour, bur will comply 
with every Thing wherein Gain is to be had; 
is there not a Feaſt Day, and holy to be kept 
Yearly as the Sabbathis ; and is not that a 
profitable Way of expounding of Scripture, 
commended to us, by the Examples of God's 
Prophets and Servants of Old, now diſchar- 
ged by Law, and taken away from God's 
Worſhip; and are there not Things added as 
neceſſary Parts of Worſhip, that God never 
burdened his People with; ſuch as ſinging of 
the Doxology, repeating of the Creed, and 
Lord's Prayer, and are not all theſe, Men's 
Inventions; and if not Idols of the Hands, 
yet Idols and Works of the Underſtanding; 
and is not the Worſhip of GOD thereby mixt 


1 ang 
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and defiled; and What did all Feroboam's Sin 
amount to, but this the defiling of the Wor- 
thip of GOD with Man's Inventions; Second- 
ly, Fhat fuch as did worfhip Images in all 


| Ages, did not ſin, as to the Object of Wor- 


hip; that is; that they did not ultimately in- 


tend the Worſhip to the Image, but unto the 


true GOD, that theſe Images, did-repreſenr, 

but did ſin in the Manner of Worſhip: The 
firſt Command did indeed direct us 4s to the 
Object of Worſhip, or ſhew us whom we 
iſ - thould worthip The ſecond Command doth 
direct and command the right Manner of wor- 
thipping that Object, and doth forbid the 
worthipping- of him any other Way than what 
is appointed by himſelf, in his Word, and 
_ doth forbid to worthip him by Images, be- 
_ _eauſe the way of Worſhip, was the ordina- 
ry: Way by which Men did corrupt the Wor- 


ſbip of GOD at that Time, and therefore all . 
I - other Ways of corrupting the Worſhip, are 


by that forbidden, and condemned; and 
hence ye find, that the Hearhens when chal- 
lenged for directing their Worthip to Images, 
did reply, it was not Wood, nor Stone that 
they did worſhip, but the Inviſible GOD, re- 
preſented by that; and ſo did the idolatrous 
Fews defend themſelves, Zo Aforrow is a Sa- 


crifice unto the LORD. Exod. 32. And when 


Feroboam ſet up the Calves, he ſaid 7heje be 
_ thy GODS which brought thee out of Egypt; 
nor can any imagine, they were ſo grols, 23 
to think theſe Calyes, which the King cauſed 


make 


— 


1 
; 


„„ Prelates Idolaters. _ 17 
make, did bring them out of Egypt + and in 


Ezra's Time, the idolatrous Fews profeſſed, 
they worſhipped and ſacrificed to the ſame 


GOD that Ezra did worſhip ; and to this Day 


the Papiſts deny, that they worſhip the Image | | 


it ſelf, but thoſe whom the Images repreſent. 
So its clear, their Sin was worſhipping the 
true GOD in an unlawtul Way, or elle the | 
firſt and ſecond Command were all one; if 
therefore we ſhall worſhip GOD ina Way not 
appointed in his Word, we are guilty as well 
as they; and therefore if it will not looſe }F 
you, from the Charge of Idolatry, to ſay, | 
we worſhip the true GOD, for ſo they did pre- 


tend: It's true, the Spirit of God ſays, it 
was to Devils, they ſacrificed, but this ſays 


only what Eſteem God had of this worſhip- 
ping of him, that he would think of it, that 
e would reckon it as Sacrifice to the Devil, 
whatever they thought; tor this is plain, Ta. 


[| 656. It's ſaid, He that killeth an Ox, 1s as if he 


had ſlain a Man Now certainly theſe Ido- 


laters did not, when they had killed an Ox 


{lay a Man, much leſs thought it, bur the 
Lord, in Point of Guilt thought it all alike ; 
and for my Part I fear that many, who de- 
; votely go to the Church, and hear the Curats, 
thinking that they honour God thereby, Will 
be reckoned, to worſhip the Devil. of 
Za, That there are Idols of the Underſfkand= 
ing, as well as Idols of the Hand, Hoſ. 13 
2. Thar is, That not only doth the Work- 
man's Hand frame an Image by which he 
3 n 1 Wor- 


VE 
7 
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worſhips GOD, and in which he approaches 
unto GOD; bur likewile, the idolatrous proud 
Mind, when it forgeth Ways and Inventions 

in the Service of GOD, to beautifie it, or as 
more convenient, it makes an Idol; and there- 
fore, that humane Invention, of a conſtant, fixt 
ordinary Officer in the Houſe of GOD, with 
a Lordly Power above his Brethren, is an Idol ; 
tho” not of the Hand, yet of the Mind and Un- 
derftanding, out of which it is forged ; and fo 
is any other Invention of Man in GGD's Ser- 
vice: And. thus all humane Inventions, cor- 
rupting the Worſhip of GOD, are all named 
by the Name of Imazes, in the ſecond Com- 
mand: Tr matters not then, tho' ye do not 
I worlhip GOD by the Idol made with the Hands, 


ik ye worthip him, by the Idols made by the Lu 


W derftlanding: It was no great Matter, as to 
the Guiltof Idolatry, whether the [4/ that 
WW was worſhipped, was made by a Smith, or 
I Graver of Stone, or Silver, Gold, or whether it 


Had the ſhape of a Man. or a Beaff, all was 
WW dolatry ; fo it is no Matter, if ye worthip 


I GOD, by an unlawful Mean, or Idol, or 


I Invention, whether that be the Work of the 


it 44/5, Conſider, That not only ſuch, who 
did fer up, invent and authorize Idolatry, or 
an unlawtul Way of Worſhip, were gdilty 


Hand, or of the Und:rftanding, it is Idolatry. 


of [do/atry ; but fuch as in Obedience to that 


Command and Authority, did go alongs and 
I comply with that Worthip, whether Officers 
or common People: Nebuchadnezzar only, 
1 1 2 \ nor 
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nor Feroboam only did ſin, in fetting up the 

olden Image, or the two Calves ; bur all 
tuch, as either for Fear, or any other End, 
did wotſhip the golden Image, or go to Das 
and Bethel, and ſacrifice, were in like Man- 
ner guilty thereof: And therefore, are the 
King and Rulers, and Biſhops and Curats not 
only guilty of 1d9/azry, but all, who join 
with them, in the unlawtul Worſhip, which 
proceeds trom that unlawtul Authority, 
_ whichis the Ide of Man's Underitanding, and 

the Dagon, that is ſer up inſtead of the Ark of 
GOD, are likeways guilty. k 
© $thly, Confider, That our coming to GOD's | 
Houſe, with the Body of the People, to hear 
GOD's Word, is not only a Mean of Edifca- 
tion, but a Matterial At of Worſhip, whereby 
we expreſs ſome Part of our Homage to him; 
and therefore it there be Idolatry, or any 


Thing of humane Invention in that, as the Cu- 


rate's Authority, by which he preaches, ts, 
we worſhip GOD by Ids; our Worthip is 
_ corrupted, as well as when we fer up an cee 
nal Image before us, when we pray and direct 
our Worthip to that. „ 


6thlp, That however in the Times of Ig 


rance, GOD according to his long ſuffering 
' Goodnelſs, did wink at Sins of Worthip, of 
Practice, yea, and at Errors in Doctrine too; 
yet when the LORD was pleaſed, to declare 
his Mind more clearly, as rb theſe Things, 
- and to tir up his Servants, to teſtifie againſt 

them, and fo concern'd himſelt by his Provi- 
3 BS dence, 
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de—nce, they come under another Conſiderati- 
þ on, and are no Way tO be tollerate: The 
Sin of Iaelatry was a Sin, that Rachel a godly 
Woman, lived in for a while: How many 


of the Patriarchs and the godly King's lived 
in Po/ygamy, and had Concubines? When 
the I/rae/ites lived in Egypt, they had Idols; 


yet were ſuffered and born with, till GOD 
declared his Mind more fully againſt that 
Sin, and then nothing but Severity. We 


would not now count them Chriſtians, nor 


converſe with a Man of ſuch Ways, if a Man, 
even after Chriſt came in the Fleſh, believed 
on a AMezah, tho' he was not perſwaded, that 
this Meſſiah was come already, he might be 


ſaved; but when the LORD by his Word 
and Works declared, That he was already 
come, then except 3e believe, that Iam he, ye 
cannot have Life in you, Foh. 2 Epiſtle, Who is the 


Antichrift, but he that denieth a Mcffiah, but he 


that denieth, he is come in the Fleſh already? 


This was the Truth of the Times: Ye ſee 
that the Fews, that were firſt brought to re- 
ceive che Goſpel, did ſtick to many of the old 
__Ceremontes, and which by Chriſt his coming 
and Reſurrection, were indeed really abro- 
gared ; ſuch as Circumciſion, and ſeveral 
Waſhings, and Meats: How tenderly the 
Apoſtle dealeth himſelt with them, and how 


careful he is to have others carry fair to them; 


but look again, where he ſpeaks of the ſame 
Things, at other Times, and to other Per- 
ſons, as to the Corinthians, and Galatians, 
5 5 of | 71%. What 
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what Severity doth he uſe? Now, the Rea- 
ſon is, theſe to whom he uſed Severity, were | 
a People that had received much Light, that 
had caſten off theſe Ceremonies ; and \rhere- 
fore to take them up again, was very intolle- 
rable in them; bur theſe ro whom he is ſo fa- 

; | vourable, were Perſons, that never had caſt- 

en them off, but were all their Days bred 

; with them. and never knew ſo clearly their 

chriſtian Liberty: And therefore'tho' I have 

' Abundance of Charity, to the godly Bifhops - 
in the primitive Times, and ro many Biſhops 
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living in other Places, and might\go a2 | 
. great Length with them, in ReſpeEt the Lord 
had not cleared that Matter; yer here in | 


Scotland, we cannot ſo much, as part with a 
s Hoof in that Matter; But to ſtand to the Liber- 
iy, wherewith Chrift hath made us free, and 
not be again entangled, with the Yoke of Bon- 

i dage. 1 : 45 oy 1 nt. eye; 
J, And laſtly conſider, That theſe Things, 
wherein the Servants of GOD did fhew ſo much 
Leal, and the LORD was ſo ſevere again}, 

were in themſelves, ' and as they did appear to 
humane Reaſon, but of ſmall Moment : W hat 
was the great Quurrel all alongſt from Fero- 
boam”s Time, till the Captivity, bur the Place 
ot Worthip? what a ſmall Thing did Daniel 
chooſe ſuffering for? Not a Hoof, quoth Moſes e 
F How did the Apoſtles contend againſt Circum- 
ſion, againſt the Obſervation of Days, and 
might nor the People ſay, as ye do now, 
M; does Moſes, and the Prophets, and Apo/tes 


mate 


— — — 
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make ſuch 4 Stir about ſo _ a Matter? we 
' worſhip the true GOD, and have the Subſtance of 
Ro roy: and why fh ould there be a wt raiſed 
ant 
_ Worſbip?. And os ye noe f u fame many 
of you, What a Wirk is here for Government - 
what great Matter is i, whether the Government 


ze Presbyterial or Epiſcopal, I live a good | 


Lie © I hope it wilt not be asR'd at me, at the 


Day of Judgment, Whether was I Presbyte- 


rian, or Epiſcopal? Ve have the true Religion, 
and found Dottrine, preached ; and why fbould 
Tolk be /o contentious, as to Brive for Circum- 
I fances Well Sirs, look ye on it, as ye will, 
che LORD looks on it otherwiſe ; and know 
it, however ye think, It thall not be asked, 


what Judgment ye were of, and what Party 


ye took by the Hand: Know it, thou art, 
2nd ſhall'be deceived: Many (J queſtion not) 


never dream'd, that ever they ſhould be 
queſtioned anent thar Place they . N 


at; ſo they worſhipped the true GOD, wi 
fincere Heart, and god Mind; for that was, 
'\ to {mall a Matter, that they did not rhink it 


; it to diſobey Authority, or ſeparate from the 
bw Church, or expoſe themſelves to ſuffering for. 


Obſery. 2. That the Sin of Iablatry, or cor- 


Il rupting of God*s Worſhip, isa very great Sin inthe | 


Sight of God, and one of the greateſt Sins, that a 
People can be guilty of, however ſmall the Matter 


may feem to ſome” nd this appears, firſt, by 


rhe Names it gets in Scripture : It's called 
Om panes, or Anu 75 ye vo "ris 
| here 


Church, for 115 Ceremony of rhe Place of 
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here called Whoredom and Adultery: Now ye 
know the Sin of Adultry is a very odious 
Sin. But why is the Corruption of W orthip 
called by the Name of Adultery, or Whore- 

dom in the Scripture, fo frequently as in 
Feremiah, Ezekiel, and in this Prophecy : 
The Reaſon I conceive is this, that as Adul- 


te ry doth alienate the Mind of the Adultereſs 


from her Husband, ſo doth. the Corruption of 


the Worſhip alienate the Mind, very ſtrange- 


ly from GOD; call'd therefore a departing 
rom Him: O what Apoftacy hath tollowe 

this Idol of Prelacy / and what Diſtance from 
GOD! And then again, in regard of the 
fervent Luſting, that the Idolaters have to 
their Idols, as the Adulterer hath after the 


Adultereſs: O how zealous are the Prelates, 


and Perſecuters for Submiſſion to them! what 
Severity againit Non-conformiſts | what Pu- 


Iniſhments for a Ceremony, that are of all Men 
moſt lax and looſe, as to other Things, whoſe. 


Zeal only appears in their Superſtition ; and 
hence, to be mag, and inflan'd with their Idols. 
Lafily, I ſuppoſe *tis called Mhoredom and A. 
dultery, in reſpect, that as Adultery is the 
directeſt Breach of the Marriage Covenant; 
lo when Men corrupt the Wortkip of GOD, 


hey in this caſt off GOD as their Husband, 


and make their Hearts, or Men, or the Wills 
Men their God: Hence, Put away thine 
daulteries from between thy Breaſts, or elſe, 
vilt be no Husband to thee. This Rebellion 
s likewiſe called Witchcraft, in reſpect of 


* 
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the ſtrong and wondertul- ſecret Deſtruction 
of the Soul: Is it not Matter of aſtoniſhing 
Wonder, that theſe, who follow Pre/acy, tho? 
formerly known to be devour Men and ſober, 
how. are; they bewitched with it, to break 
out ſo univerſally, into groſs Evils! *Tis 
ſaid Baalam uſed his Enchantments; do ye 
think theſe were the Charms the Devil uſed 
him with, or taught him? it is not like he 
would ſeek GOD in theſe ; tis his ſuperſti- 
tious Way of worſhipping, and enquiring of 
GOD, in his own ceremonious Way, ſome- 
times in this Place, and ſometimes in the 
other, and his Multitude of Altars, and Con- 
_ ceits; however theſe Names given to it ſhows, . 
it was a great Sin. 5 
2. A ſecond Thing, that demonſtrates the 
exceeding great Sinfulneſs of Idolatry, is the 
fad and woful Concomitants and Conſequents 
Qt it; for we never ſee the Worſhip of GOD 
cCorrupted in a Place, but all manner of Wick- 
cedneſs breaks in with it. Thir idolatrous 
I not only corrupt the Worſhip, but 
did break out into Murders, Lying, Igno- 
france, Oppreſſion and many other Sins; and 
look but to ourſelves, no ſooner was Pre/acy 
ſet up, and the Government corrupted, but as 
if che bottomleſs Pit had been immediately 
| opened, out did. there flow ſuch a Flood of 
Prophanity, and Ungodlineſs wich it, thorow 
the whole Land, and it was ever ſo ; Ungod- 
lineſs and Prophanity follow Prelacy, as the 
Shadow doth the Body. 


345. 
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ing 34h, The fad Judgments and outward 
bo Evils, that this Sin did bring on, do abun- 
6 dantly manifeſt the Sinfulneſs of it: Ve 
ak ſee how it is threatned here, That unleſs 
[is ſhe. would put her Adulteries from -betweets 
ye her Breafts, that he would be no Hausband 
ed to her, that he would ſtrip her naked, and 
hell Jay her Children, and no more acknowledge 
ti-( hem, as his Children, but as ſo many Ba- 
of Þ Faras, Children of Whoredom. I fear all 
the Bairns that are baptized by the Cu- 
he rats, GOD reckons them, as Children 
of Whoredom ; we ſee ſome of the fad 
s, |. Effects of our Idolatry already; bur 
| when the Sword, Famine or Peſtilence will 
he | rage in this Land, then ſhall ye lay, Wo 
rate. 


he to Idols, Wo is me that ever I heard a 

ts | Purtbiy, The Evil of it appears in 
D this, that the Lord doth ſo much con- 
K cern himſelf in it, in witneſſing againſt 
us it, was not this the great Quarrel that 
ar | the Lord did plead uninterruptedly, for 
- for ſome hundreds of Years againſt his 
d | People, the High Places? And is not 
oo this the capital Sin that he moſt cries out a- 
is | gainſt, even where there were ocher Sins ? 
y And have not the Labours, Lives, and For- 
f tunes of many of his precious People been 


w | ward to deſtroy this Prelacy? and did all 
j- | theſe Worthies 1 and labour, to die 
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bs 3 Fü an Hail, POR” 
Vas the Lord: only taken 


1 up With a Notion, theſe fourſcore Years 


bygone. ? There are fome Folk looks on 
thele Things, 4 Matters of fo ſmall con- 
cernment, that they think God, and all his 
| 3 Serra Fels, that ever did make 

uch a work, about it, as they have done, 
bu: Wiſdom is uſtified of her Children. 
| 7 * But what makes it ſo prove. an 
Evil? I anſwer, becauſe when the Wor- 
mib of , GOD is corrupted, the Autho- 
rity of God himſelf” 1s caſt off, when 
we mix our on Inventions in the Wor- 
ſhip of GOD, or obtrude them upon 
others, tis a making of ourſelves GOD, 
and in vading the Royal Prerogative of 
CHRIST, Whoſe it is only to Preſcribe 
Lays to his Church, and there is but one 
La w- giver, this is clear, I Sm. 12. When 
che People were wearied with thät Form 
of Civil Policy, GOD, for many Years 
had given, and which he judged moſt 
*4 ſaſabte for them, and defired a King at- 
ter che, Manner of the Nations, the Lord 
tells Samuel be not thou troubled, be- 
| cauſe that thou, or thy Sons are caſten | 


off}, they have not caſten thee off, but 


me ſaith the Lord: why ſo? © 'bacuuſs 
they were weary of that Government, he 


8 Had ſhaped out for them, and would be 
1 F their 
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their own Carvers, and thus rejected 155 7 


GOD: and if in Civil Government Fi 
Lord takes it ill, that his Government 
is rejected, ſhall 2 not much more, W¾)00 
is King ot his Church, take it ill, and 
count himſelf rejected if his Laws be diſ- 
penſed With, and that Government v hich. 
in his Word he hath ſettled, and carved , 
out, as. moſt convenient to his Church, 
be rejected, and another of Man's In- * 
vention, be ſet up in its ſtead? What a 
great Invaſion of the Royal Prerogative 
and Breach of the Privileges of Parlia- 
ment is it, it the People, or interior She- 
riffs or Judges, ſhall rule their Shires, by 
other E and Cuſtoms, than the 7 | 
of the Kingdom already eſtablithed ; 
- Chriſt's Crown will be. found roo heavy 
(as one ſaith well) for any mortal Man 
to wear. | 
le, See hence What Cauſe there is of 
deep Humiliation, for this Sin of Ido- 
larry, for changing Chriſt's Govern=» 
ment, and ſerting another Form, and. 
other Officers, whom Chriſt hath not ap- 
pointed, in his Houſe, and caſting cut 
theſe Servants, to whom Chriſt entruſted, 
the Keys of his Houſe: Hear this, ye 
that willingly follow the Commandment, 


thar HOW [the knee to Baal, by, your, 
1 1 * : Com- 
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Compliance, and hearing of the Idol 


Shepherds, remember your Sin is the 


Sin of Idolatry, and this is as Witch- 
craft, ye have caſten off the Laws of 


Chrift, and ye are as guilty in the Sight 


of GOD, as theſe who did worſhip at 


Dan, and Bethel, let us heat your Objecti- 


n Soul 
Object. 1. The moſt ye can ſay is, That 


8 de Government is corrupted; this ſays no- 
bing to the Worſhip ; tis extrinſick to it. 1 


anſwer Feroboam's Idolatry, was not on- 


| ly in that he worſhiped the Calves, but 
in that he ſer other Governours and Mini- 


ſters, and Prieſts to miniſter and to offer 


Sacrifice, than the LORD appointed, 
and ſo now, other Officers are ſer up, 
„ which the LORD hath not approven: 
60D never allowed a lordly. Prelate, 
as Officer in his Church, nor a perju- 


red ſcandalous Perſon to be a Miniſter. 


7 


Secondly, It the Government of the | 


Church be corrupted, the Worſhip of 


GOD cannot be pure, but likewiſe cor- 
rupted; for where there is an unlawful 


Government, there the Governors are 
. unlawful, and if the Governors be un- 


lawful, there the Acts of preaching, 
which iſſue from them, and in which 


unlawful 


Wn . they worſhip God, muſt likewiſe be 


and Prelates Lkaters, bs 29 
unlawful and corrupred ; for pure Wor- 


ſhip requires, that one in lawtul Autho- 
Þrity diſpenſe it, and officiate in it. 


Thirdly, Tis indiflerent whether it 
be the Worthip, or Government that is 


corrupted: 1 fay the Laws of CHRIST 
are violated, the Command ot GOD 
I reaches to Government, as well as ro 

"| Worſhip, and who mall change or add 
to the one, invades the Prerogative of 
Chriſt, as well as he, who ſhall add to, 
or change the other: The Government 


of Chriſt's Church is that which concerns 


the Service of GQD, and we make Idols 


in Government as woll as in Worſhip: 
"Tis impoſſible co haue pure Worſhip, 
where there is impure Government; 
and unlawful * cannot preach 


. lawfully. 


Object. 2. ir but a * Matter, 
that there is a Corruption in, we -canndt 


think it will draw ſo deep as Ianlatry or 
vovere, or divide from the Church for Juch 
ſmall "Matters, wwe ſee no Harrant for it: 
2 we be gd Corrupters of the Veorſbip, 
Idolaters, and as guilty as theſe, uo 
worſhipped the Calves of Dan and Bethel, : 
we but hear a Curate - 

Auſ. 1. No Sin is little, and 5 
. in GOD's Honour is concerned 


1 | 
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ſhould be thought ſmall, che leaſt 7or 
of Which is of more Value, than Heaven 


and Earth, Matth. 5 18. Every Sin is in- 


finite in regard of its Object, the leaſt 
Sin is more than the greateſt Suffering. 


Secondly, GOD hath ſtood much upon 
ſmall Matters: Ve ſay, Tis but a ſmall 
Matter, what Government - be in the 
Church; and was it not a ſmaller Mat- 


ter, where the Worthip of GOD ſhould 
- be "performed, might not ſuch as wor- 


ſhipped at Dan and Bethel, ſay to the 


Prophets and People, chat did ſo vehe- 


mently condemn that Matter, Why fand 


ye —— ſo ſmall a Matter, ſecing wwe wor- 


e them. 


hip one, and the ſame GOD, ſpall the 
Circumflance of the Place make ſuch a Stir © 


When ſes ſaid to Pharaoh, Not a Hoof, 
might not the reſt of the People ſaid, Ho- 


ſes, ye are too ſtrict, the King offers 2 


very good Bargain, we and our Wives, 


and our Children, and ſome of our 
Subſtance may go away, and for a 


whine' Kine, or Oxen, or Horſes, bet- 
ter not to ſtand on that, that endangers 


the whole Body of the People of GOD, 
in an endleſs cruel Slavery > And hers. 


fore tho* theſe Things appear ſmall to 
you, yet we ſee, N Jooks, not 0 


Te Third, 


70 
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Tpyiraly, Tho' the Sin of Prelacy might 
be thought ſmall in itſelf, and of little 
Regard in ſome Places, and at ſome 


Times, yet not ſo now: Conſider Pre- 


lacy, as it is circumſtanced, and ye 
will find it no {mall Thing; Prelacy is 
now clearly diſcovered to be a Sin, tis 


a Sin againit Light; and therefore tho 
it were little, yet being againſt Light, 
this makes it great; Prelacy and the 


Curates are now generally diſowned by 


all the Godly in the Land; the LORD 


hath ſo far I. aer againſt Prelacy, that 
ſince the Reformation hath been, that 


for Which Afchae] and his Angels hath 


foughren, . againft the Dragen and his 
Angels; © againſt - which the. LOR D's 


People have war'd and ſpent their Time, 
Labours, Eſtates, and many thouſand 


of their Lives, to get this Plant rooted 


out; and after all this, is it ſo ſmall a 


Matter to comply with? and hath not 


the LOR Þ, ſo dreadiully witneſſed 
againſt this Weed, that all who adhere 


to it, are ſo curſed, that they carry the 


Mark of Hell upon them; a few yet 
perſecuting, devote, painted Tombs ex- 


Dee e 


Tourthly, Compliance with the Cu- 


— 


rates may ſeem ſmall, but it is an Intro- 


duction 
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duction, to greater Matters, if Man be 


tollerated to ſer up an Officer in GO D'; 
Houſe, of his own Invention, and pair 
and add to the Worſhip, where will 
he ſiſt, let this ſmall Leak be, and what 
Matters may come in, came not the 
great Antichriſt in at this Criveſe? 
Object. 3. Or ye will ſay, The Nea ſon 
why the LORD was ſo offended with the hich 
Places, was, becauſe the Place of Worſhip 
was clearly, and particularly determined of 
'GOD ia his Word, it was a plain Caſe ; not 


 - Hiudſquoius to ſome. _ 13 77 5 | 
As. Yer the Godly do generally no 
Ways doubt of it; yea, we may ſay, and 


can prove it, That the Government of 


CHRIS T's Church is as particularly 


determined in the Word of GOD, as 


the Place of Worſhip was under the Old 
Teſtament: If this ſeem ſtrange to you, 
know further, That rhefe who joined in 
the Service of Bual, and went to Dan 
and Bethel ro worſhip, did as much at 
that Time queſtion, whether the Place 
of Worſhip was determined, as ye do 


the Government, whether it be deter- 


mined; and neither Prieſts nor People 
would ever acknowledge, that in going 
to Das and Bebe! to worthip, they did 


traul- 


Nd 


. 5s the Matter of Government, which is more 


2 


.-> 


rence of the Place of W orſhip, as ye 
can do, for the Indifference of the Go- 
vernment. . 


and Prelates Idolaters. 4%; 
tranſgreſs any expreſs Command: It's 
true the Prophets, and Faithful of the 
Land were fully and truly perſwaded 


of the contrary; and had Ground for ſo 


doing like wiſe; and ſo are the LOR D's 
People (ſome of which, yet hear the 


Curates) perſwaded of the Unlawful- 


neſs of Prelacy, and have as real Grounds. 


for it, as others had of Old. Ye ſay ſtill 


That of the Place of Worſhip was clear, and © 
Je wonder how any could be in the dark as 
to that. And we wonder as much, how 
ye can be in the dark as to the Govern- 
ment; ſo that the Caſe is ſtill the ſame, 
and were you living at that Time, when the 
Worſhip: was corrupted, ye would then 
as much have debated, for the Indiffe- 


Object. 4. Ne cannot think it, fo dange- 
rous a Baſineſs, as you ſay; becauſe there 


were many very pious Men, that were Bi. 


ſo ps, and if it were fuch an Evil, I think . 
ſuch pious and holy Men would never have 
accepted the Charge. | 

J anfwer, It doth not follow : 1 grant | 


indeed there were many pious and god- 


ly Men, who were Bithops, but that was 


in the Times of Izugrauce: There were 


A maß; 
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many pious andgodly Perſons, that mar- 
|, ried two Wives that were Concubines; 
it will not follow therefore, That. now 
to have many Wives, is a ſmall Thing: 
There were Diſciples, that heard not 
o much as of the Holy Ghoft, and were bap- 


among the Romans, and proſelyted Fews, 


Were circumciſed, were to be born with, and 
not to be cenſured, ſeeing they nid it unto 
the LORD. Did he therefore contra- 


in the Galatians and Corinthians, when 
mw he faid to them, that obſerved Days and 
8 Years, I fear my Travel is in vain © What 


Grace in ſome Perſons, and at ſome 
Times, may be very inconſiſtent with 
| it in other Perſons, and at another Time. 
Object. 5. But all the Curates are not ſo 


in. fober, and given to no Vice, and. are painful 
and able, and well gifted, and ſhall we not 


but of very few of them, yet What fol- 
lows; I queſtion not, but Ame of BaaPs 
Prieſt's were more devote than others 
anf of the, Phariſees, which perſecute d 
. Chriſt 


a — — 7 — 
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tized; will ye call ſuch Ignorants Diſci- 
ples now? Paul did eſteem that ſuch 


who were weak, and obſerved Days, and 


dict himſelf, or judge it a ſmall Thing 


may be tollerable, and conſiſtent with 


wicked, as ye call them, ſome of them are very 


Hear them? I anſwer, tho' I grant this, 


1 
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Chriſt, ſome were more devote than o- 


thers, in ſo much that they were not far 


From the Kingdom of GOD; and this Day 
among the Papiſts, tho' generally their 
Munks be ignorant, proud, carnal and 
unclean, and more taken up with State 
Matters, than their Books ; yet are there 
ſome, who are very learned and devote, 
take much Pains in their own Way: It's 
wonderful, where it is ſaid in ſome Chap- 
ter in Act, That certain devote Women per- 


ſecute Paul; As 13. 50. How were 
they devote, when they were ſuch Perſe- 
cuters? They had a moral out ward De- 


votion, in their own Way; and tho' ſome 
of the Curates be more ſober than others, 
and as touching the Law blameleſs; what 
doth that prove, and what tho' there 


were no more to object againſt them, but 


this, their Iaolatry, their Perjury, their 
dividing from the People of GOD, were nor 


this enough ? | 


# 


Obdjecx. 6th, But the Curates preach good 
and found Doctrine, and therefore we may 


hear them. I anſwer, I queſtion not, but 


the Prieſts, and Prophets of Dan and Be- 


tel and of Baal, and the Scribes, and Pha- 
riſees, were ſound in every Truth except 


in theſe which were debated in the Times; 
was 


a. 


* 


— 


in all Ages they taught one GOD, who 
7 | | E 2 | * 
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was to' be loved, and honoured, . tho? 
they groſly erred, - as to thele Truths 
which at that Time tell under Debate: 
The Curates are ſound in every Point, 
except as to the Point of Chuch Govern- 
ment, the Obligat on of the Covenant: 
Look therefore, as it was not lawtul 
to countenance the Prieſts of Dau and Be- 
thel, nor the Scribes and Phariſees, tho' 
they preached ſound Doctrine, as to many 
Points of Religion, ſo no more the Cu- 
rates; the controverted Truths of rhe 


Fi Time, are the greateſt. 1 


Object. th, Ne are but Paſpoes, the 
this Charge againſt the Curates were all pro- 
ven, yet it concerns us nothing Me acknow- 
lege them inleed guilty, who ſet them up. 
Ani wer, Look as Fercboam, who ſet up 
the Calves at Bethel, was not only guil- 
ty, but all theſe who worthipped, in that 

rohibited Place of W orſhip; So not on- 
is are our Rulers guilty, but all who 
2 willingly tollow the Commandment, and 
comply by Subjection, to the Com- 
mands of theſe who ſer up an unla wl 

Worſhip. 
Object. 8th. But | what ſhall we do, 
de can hear no others, ſhall we ſtay 
at home, on thi Sabbath Days? I an- 
ee Wang. e 2 * Se | 
Oz 
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ſo, as the Lord will help you, than to go 
to an idolatrous corrupted , orſhip, aud 
thereby eſtablith Prelacy: SegondTy, . 


GOD hath not tetr hinelf wemivur a 


3 ä 5 . 1 * N 21 
Witneis in this. few Flaces of the Land 
but, by expoſing your ſelves ro Saffer- 


ing, and walking, or riding a few 
Miles, ye may have the Cecafion of 
hearing an honeſt Miniſter. "Thirdly, 
Might not the idolatrous 7%, Jay rhe 
go not to Da and Bethel, there is no 
other Place of Worſhip that we can go 


to without Hazard, and therefore ber- 


ter Sacrifice here, tho' not in all Things 


as we would deſire, than to want Sacri- 


fice altogether, or be deſtroy ed by Au- 
thority; This will not do: Do rather 
as he faithful at that Time, that upon all 
Hazard ventured to go to Feriſalem, 
where the true Worſhip was ſettled. 


Ude ſecond, May ſerve to vindicate 


the Practices of GOD's - People in theſe 
Lands, who will not hear the Curates, 
that ſeem nice, and too ſtrict in this Point, 
Oh they dare not, they lock upon as it is, 

& c. Indeed Idolatry, and as to the go- 
ing to Bethel and Gilgal, they look upon 
going to Church, as no leſs than the wor- 
5 e „„ » Hipping 


. fame Things in Fercboan'”s Time, if we | 
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ſhipping of the Calves, theſe Matters 
which ye ſay, ye would not lay the Streſs 
of your Suffering upon, are greater Mat- 
ters than ye ſuppoſe. 1 
Obſerve zaly, Its the Duty of the 
Lord's People who have obtained Mer- 


cy of God, to be faithful and ſtraight, 
to plead with the Body of the apoſtate 
Church in which they are, plead with, 


pour Mather plead, that is, . ſtrive with 
* Her, to take her from her corrupt Courſes. 
- Queſtion, By what Means ſhouid we plead ? 
Anſwer, By thewing, and convincing her 
the Evil of her Ways, both publickly 
and privately, to demonſtrate to her, 
ber ſinful Courſes, * Zo. 2. Shew 
the Houſe of Iſrael her Tranſgreſſions, it it 
might be 12 there ſhould 92 publick 


Teſtimony for this Effect, but if this can- 


not be had, let every faithful Society do 


ſomething in Order to this, many kno-w- 


not the Sinfulneſs of their Courſes, or 
the * Evil in them, let it be your 
Work to convince ſuch. 24%, By ex- 


buorting of her, that is by Suaſion, preſ- 
ſing our Neighbours and theſe whom 


we may have Occaſion, to converſe with; 
not to go alongs with the Courſes of 
the Times, but in Time to come wr 


\ 
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els of Babylon. zah, By denuncing of the 
it | Wrath of GOD againſt the Courſes of 
the Times, not only by convincing them 
he | of their Sinfulneſs, but alſo of their E- 
T- vil. 4thly, By a contrary Practice, and 
it, | withdrawing from all that follow the 
te I Courle of defecting, this is a pleading, 
thats Folly to talk and reaſon with Men, 
th if the wonted Fellowſhip be continued. 
S. [le give you three or four Rules in your 
pleading. . 
T | Firff, Be conftant in your pleading, 
let nor one Teſtimony, one Exhortation 
r, | fatisfy you, but continue with much long 
W | Suffering till ye ſee nothing will do, but 
It | withdrawing and upgiving. Lo 
& | Secondly, Plead with Love, and eſpe- 
- 4cialy remembring. ſhe is your Mother, 
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o and that theſe whom ye plead with, 

fare Members of the fame Body, howe- b 
T | ver they be corrupt, 2. Timothy 2. 25. 1 
r | In meeknefs, inſtructing them that oppoſe | 
- | themſebves. | oi ag 
- | Thirdly, Plead plainly and freely, ſo 
1 Jas they may know what ye would be 
5 fat, iet not the Trumpet give an uncertain , 

f Sound, but declare to the Houſe of Jacob 

To | their Tranſgreſſions. 5 | 

4 Fourthly, Plead practically, plead in- 


deed, as well as in word, let your Con- 
| ENS verſation, 
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verſation, keeping a Diſtance with all that 
is corrupted, be aJiving 9 againſt 
the Times Corruptions. 
Queſt. Why fbould we plead with our 
Mother in a Time of Defection? Anſ. Firſt, 
i 8 for the End (it poſſible) to ger ſome 
dran out of the Snare of the Devil, 

4 and the faithful Endeavours of God's 
People, are not always in vain as to 
this, this is the End of pleading here, 

that ike may put away her Adulteries from 

__ twin ger Breafts, and fo let us now 
bpalwKkẽead with the Apoſtate Church, Guides 
and others, it — be, ſome may be 
3 gain' d. 2aly, To glorify GOD, and 1 
I up the Remembrance of his Truth; 
we can do no Good to others; yet we 
3 ſhall be Witneſſes for the Lord, and 
Kkeep the Remembrance of his Name, 
3 . 3 5 Narbe up, P/a. 45. 1). zaly, We 
ſhould plead for rhis Carte to make obſti- 
nate Föll inexcuſable, in the Day of 
Judgment, and this our Warnings will 
. if they do no more: They might 
have ſaid, Alas, Lord we Ind no bet- 
ter, e never heard tell F the. Sin of hears } 
ing the Curates, We. were deft in Darkneſs. h 
No ſaith the Lord, [ gave gou Lig hi, it 
i was not want of Lie ht, I teftify'd plainiy 
Pe _ alt Theſe: Cour Jer, aud ther ehre it 
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was your Love to the World, and your Oh- 
ſtinacy, ye would not receive Inſtruction, and + | 
therefore depart. Oh Sirs, I tell you, Mi- 
niſters ſhall be your greateſt Plagues, and 
ye ſhall curſe the Day, ye heard an ho- 
nieſt Miniſter, Matth. 1 1. 24. 


_ Uſe 18. of Reproof to ſuch as will 
not plead at all in this Day of De- 
fection, and there are five ſeveral Sorts 


of them. Firf, Such as in their Judg- 
ment condemn this Way of it, that 


think what have private Perſons to 


judge of the Actions of the Church, | 
that ſay Tle not meddle with theſe _} 


Things. I will "fer them to God if 
E be wrong, for I am no Judge of theſe 


Things. Yet here Beloved, plead with 


your Mother Ammi, and Ruhamah, they 
are defired to plead with their Mother, 


and that without any Breach or their 
Mothers Privileges: Tis true, they . 
- ſhould not aſſume to themſelves, who 


are private Perſons, a judicial Power 
over their Mother, but a- Charitative 


Judgment they may. 24%, Such as go 


along with their Mother in all her ſin- 


ful Courſes whatever their 8 
thinks. 3dly, Some ſatisfy themſelves 


with their Opinions againſt the Corrup- 


tions of the Ces and 'go not to 


Church 


/ # 
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Church, yet teſtify not againſt them, 
they are 7 die not active, they nei- 
ther go a 
ably. ſuch as plead at leaſt in Diſ- 
courſe againſt their Mother for all her 
Sins, fave that which ſhe is moſt guilty of, 
and for which we ought moſt to plead with 
| her, her Adulteries: Ye will ger ma- 
ny who will regrate the Abundance of 
Profanity that hath broken in, the Decay 
of Zeal, and rhe want of GOD's Pre- 


ſence (there is no Hazard thar this 


1 Word expoſes Folk unto) but never 
a Wor 

corrupting of the Worſhip, Sc. Sthh, 
Such that join not in Worſhip, and yet 


goes along with them in other Things, I 


will get you many, who never heard 


a Curate, that keep Fellowſhip with 


Curates, and Ap>ſtares, * eat and drink 
needleſly with them, are conformed in 


their Converſation _ to n this is not 


right Pleading 

Uſe. 2d. See then, what is one great 
and peculiar Duty of the Times, even 
for the Faithful: 7o plead with their Mo- 
ther, to hold out the Sin and Evil of the 
preſent Apoſtacy; eſpecially Compliance 


| with Prelacy, "and the Idolatry of the 
1 W. orſhip, to all Perſons, and when we. 


* „ > AVE 


ong, not yet reſiſt, nor plead. 


. againſt the aol of Prelacy, 


have Occaſion; this ou 


and Prelates Idolaters. _ 43 
ght to be our ge- 


neral Work. 


e, 4th. The Sin of wien, an 
Corruption, as to the Worſhip of GOD, is 
4 Forerunner to, and brings on great Fudgę- 


ments, and fore Evils upon that Land, where 
it is corrupted; as ye may ſee GOD threat- 
ens 10 divorce them, to ſlay them with 
Thirff,, to rip them naked. ] cannot ſtay 
long upon this, but I will tell you five, 


or fix Evils, that are like to come upon us 
here in Scotland, if we continue in our 


Idolatry. 


* 
* 
» 


17. GOD is like to forſake us alro- . 


gether, and altogether to give up with 


us, will he be found in an idolatrous 


Worſhip, againſt which he hath teſtified 
ſo much: GOD hath already departed 
from many of us, in a great Meaſure; 
| becauſe this is no more laid to Heart; 


\ 3 * : 


for this Cauſe he left Sbiloh. 
2. If GOD leave us, we are like 


to get worſe Maſters in his Place; 


we will not ſubmit to Chriſt's Yoke, 


*ris like we may be given every one, . 
to be oppreſſed by our King, and by one another . 
Zech. -I2.. 6. 3 | 5 


z. We are like to Joſe the Goſpel, 


and thar there ſhall nor (but in very 
few Places of the Land) be found any, 
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to mention the Nam: of the LORD. 


Rev. 2. 5. 1 will remove the Candle Pick, if 


ye will not repent. 


4 We thall get corrupt Ordinances 
and Judgments, which it a Man do; 
et thall not live: We are like to 


ar Sermons, that ſhall not convert, and 
a Worſhip chat GOD never invented, 
nor allowed, inſtead of che living Or 


dinances of 'GOD, Hof. 9. 3. They ſhall 
eat unclean Things, in the Dans of Ailyria; : 
they ſhall not dell in the Lords Land. 

5. Weare like to meer with the Sword, 


or Famine, and Peſtilence, if we repent 


not; When we ſhall praiſe "theſe chat ore 
dead, when to die, will be more tolle- 
rablè than to live. 

6. The eternal Curſe of GOD in Hell's 
Fire ſhall follow, arid complete your Mi- 


| 1725 ; this is the lat, and never ending 


5 2th, Idolatry: n, in, pro- 


2 wvokes GOD to unchurch a People ; and not to 
Jie their GOD, nor acknowtedge them any 
more for his People - God is very jealous, 


that Folk ſerve him, in his own Wa 


9 
and when Men meddle with his Worſhip, 
to add, pair, or cha- 
. cernetl ; that look as when Agdonijah ſought 
8 Ale from Solomon, lhe aue red, He 


e, he is much con- 
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may ſeek the Kingdom as well: So Men, 
tho' they profeſs God as their God, and 
ro worthip him, if they do not worthip 


him in his own Way 3 he ſays, Let them 
ſeek my Kingdom as well; Men, will 


ule Religion, it is true, but wal uſe it 


tor themſelves; and hence will meddle 


in it, according to their Intereſt : Hence 


faith the LO D, I wil not be ou. 


GOD : I am not her Husbang. 


Now, how 1s this underſtood > There 


is no Tie betwixt GOD and an idolatrous 


and corrupted Church: There are five 


Reſpects (Which I fhall bur name) in 
which this is true. 

In regard that by thgir Idolatry, ey 
have done all in them lay, to difown' 
GOD as cheir GOD, as the Adultefeſs 
1988 What in her Hes to diſown her pa 

n 

2. In regard of Merit; ſhe had in 
point of Juſtice merited, that GOD ſhould: 
give her a Bill of Divorce. | 

3. I am not her Husband, nor fhe my 
Wife; that is declaratively, the hath: bye 
her Adulteries declared, That the wks 


diſembling, when the entred into Cove- 
nant 'with me, to become mine, and 
to take me for her Lord; ſhe bath by 
this declared, that ſhe Was ne ver real 


in 


N / T 
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theſe who break Wedlock, the Drunk-- 
ard, the unclean Perſon, who knows 
no better ſhall, fare better than you. 


» : # N 
k - 
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in this; * that I was ber Husband 
only in the Word, and indeed am not ; 
her Husband Y 

4. Effectually GOD would carry to- 
wards her, as towards one, with whom 
+= nothing ado, but as a ſevere 

udge. 

F. In regard of what he was begin- ei 
ning to do to her; I am not her Hus- Itrr 
band, that is, I am already, putting her +» 
away, and entring upon the Proceſs of a G 


Divorce, and was caſting her r by 8 


Degrees off. 0 
And now | to ſhut 8 our Diſeourſe at I th 
this Time, I would have the LORD's ka 
People to lay this Point more to Heart |, 
than they do, and eſpecially ſuch as „ 
hear the Curates; have fix ad Words 
to —_— to them, and I end. 
1. Your fin, tho* ſome x you . 
and ſome of you mince it, as tho 
ie were a ſmall Sin; it is a grievous 
Sin, -no leſs than Idolatry in the Sight 
of GOD, and ye ſhall be judged as 


2. Ve will ſtick to your Sin, your 


__ i Sin is not only grievous, but it is ſtic- 
= Ling, and. o bidds and chains you, that 


\ \ 


nd and Prelates Idolaters. | 
t ye cannot leave it, let us never fo clearly 
ſpeak againſt it. + | 


z. Your Sin not only prejudges your 
mM elves, but ye reflect upon GOD and 
re publickly diſhonour him. 550 
4. Ve give a ſad Diſcovery and Suſpi- 
N- cion of all your Profeſſion, that ye want 
true Grace. Beloved, I do not fay, all 
er chat bide from the Church have _ uye 
* Grace; but this I ſay, Theſe who go, 
fand bow the Knee to Baal, diſcover they 
[want Grace; and that Straightneſs as to 
At the Truths of the Times, is one of the 
I bbeſt ourward Evidences of Election; *tis 
r Wplain Rom. 11. Paul proves, that there 
was an Elect Seed in Elijaßh's Time from 
this, that there were no leſs than S 
Thouſand that bowed not the Knee to Baal. 
5. Tho' ye diſowñ profane Folks, 


counted amongſt the People of GOD ; 
yet becauſe ye follow your own.croocked 
Ways, GOD will lead you forth with the 

ws; of Iniquity ; Hear this ye idola- 


bauched Folk ſhall ſhare alike. 
6. Ye ſhall not rejoice when Zion re- 
ices, ye ſhall never be in Court or Cre- 
dir, when the Lord turns back the Cap- 
Pity of his People, whatever ye gat: FS 


— wo (ONE 1 


and the open Perſecuters, and would be = 


trous Profeſſors, ye and Prelates and de-. 
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